The Sheep Without a Shepherd 



But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved 
with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd. 

Matthew9:36(KJV)D 

Realizing that the "church" of today is not what God meant for 
it to be is a hard pill for many of us to swallow. For many 
Christians the church in the form of a denomination, ministry or 
building is all they know of God because they have never been taught to seek a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. For them going to church has become synonymous with a relationship with Christ. But this is not true! 

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of nrind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 
Acts 17:11 (KJV)© 

Unlike Paul who commended the Bereans for checking what he preached against scripture, many pastors today 
will get quite offended if you try to do the same. There are certainly many out there who are actively looking to 
deceive the flock (Jude 1:4 KJV O), but even those who are not wolves are erring when they do not allow 
room for spiritual correction from scripture. 

How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye 
should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood 
they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
Matthew 16:11-12 (KJV) © 

There is a certain order that must be maintained within the body of Christ and this is Godly. However God never 
meant for men to be put on pedestals and their every word taken as 'thus saith the Lord'. There needs to be 
accountability in the church government, but when there is none what is the righteous man to do? 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longs uffe ring and doctrine. 
2 Timothy 4:2 (KJV) © 

This is where we are challenged to really live the life that God meant for every follower of Christ. If your 
relationship with Christ is based on going to a building once or twice a week and being accepted by everyone 
there then you do not have a real personal relationship with Christ but are in bondage to a ritual. 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
1 Corinthians 6:19 (KJV) O 




We are in the last days folks; do any of you the slightest doubt? In a perfect world we could walk into any 
church and the Spirit of God would be manifest in all of them. In an ideal world pastors would be approachable 
and willing to submit to scripture when found to be in error. Seeing as we live in an imperfect world we must be 
prepared to make some hard decisions. 

The role of pastor is important, yet most are so concerned with maintaining a facade of spiritual infallibility that 
there is no room for human error. God, give us pastors who are humble, not full of pride. Pastors who may be 
imperfect, but still have a perfect heart. 

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, 
he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither 
shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 
Luke 17:20-21 (KJV) © 

Yes, God's Word does tell us that we should assemble together, but that unity must be in truth, not error. God 
does not want us going to an apostate church just for the sake of assembling together. Sheep need a shepherd, 
but if there is not a suitable shepherd to be found what are we to do? When we have a real relationship with the 
true shepherd, our good shepherd Jesus Christ, the problems of church, ministry or denomination approval fade 
away. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, northings to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:35-39 (KJV) © 

When we fully understand that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit and the kingdom of God is within us 
we can speak the truth in love to others without fear. There are no prisons that can separate us from Him 
because God is with us in our hearts. We will each be held accountable directly to Him for our actions and the 
condition of our hearts. Live your lives accordingly, and do so boldly! 



